capacity floppy disk drives then? 

Apparently you can write to both 
sides of the disk, giving you a massive 
360K instead of the 180K you used to 
get on the old-style drives. What? That 
one’s been done already — wow, doesn’t 
the time slip past. Is it really six years? 

So what’s the current state of the 
floppy manufacturers art? Let’s see. 
360K drives, 720K drives, 1.2 Mbyte 
drives or 1.44 Mbyte drives. They’re 
pretty miniature now too. 

So, let’s see if I’ve got this straight. 
You’re telling me I can buy a machine 
with a mix of drives but I’ll still be able 
to read and write any of the formats — 
including my proper 180K disks. Oh no. 
You don’t catch me mucking about with 
four different formats. Why, you’ll be 
telling me next that you can actually 
read disks formatted to 360K in a 1.2 
Mbyte drive on a 360K drive. I think ’'ll 
just wait until you lot decide on a 
standard drive before I join in. 

Oh, I see. You don’t mean 1.44 
Mbyte drives at all. You mean those new 
high-capacity floppy drives from 
Toshiba. Really clever that, making all 
those little magnetic bits line up across 
the track instead of along it. So will I be 
able to put a copy of WordPerfect 5.1 on 
a single disk? Perhaps not. But 
remember, size isn’t everything — there’s 
compatability too. 

Ah, I see. It wasn’t those nice 
Toshiba people you’ve gotten into bed 
with anyway. It’s those even nicer NEC 
folk. Hey, come on, fairy tales or what? 
12 Mbytes on a 3.5 inch floppy disk is 
really pushing it. I know real IBM hard- 
men with less. Not that I’m jealous, I 
don’t have anything that needs a floppy 
disk that big anyway. 

Ah, yes, I’d forgotten about all those 
scanned image files — they’re a bit on the 
gross side, it’s true. Well yes, now that 
you come to mention it, back-ups would 
be a good deal less hassle if I could use 
just four floppies instead of 180 or so 
single-sided disks. But I’ve never really 
bothered backing up my hard disk. 

Look, I wish you’d stop waving that 
thing in my face. I’m just not interested 
in it, even if it does hold 12 Mbytes. 
Let’s get a few things on record here. 
First of all a DISKCOPY will take more 
than 20 disk changes. Second, you can’t 
even format them. And third, if you 
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damage any part of that disk you’re 
likely to lose the lot. 

Right, that does it — no more mister 
nice guy — time to bring on the big guns. 
You asked for it. Just take a look at this 
beauty — a 21 Mbyte 3.5 inch floppy disk 
with optical tracking. Its got Cyclic 
Redundancy Checking (CRC), its got 
80-bit error correction, its got 65ms 
access time and it can go to 100 Mbytes. 
What do you mean you don’t believe it? 
It’s made by Insite, in sunny California. 

But will I want to buy it? That’s the 
question that must be worrying the 
developers. There’ll always be a niche 
market for almost any technical 
innovation, but it has to be a mass 
market to make you rich. 

Personally, I find it hard to get over- 
excited at the prospect. My machine has 
1.2 Mbyte and 1.44 Mbyte drives, all my 
disks are formatted to 360K and 720K 
and I don’t have a single disk formatted 
to the higher densities. This is simply 
because I want to be able to stick a disk 
into as many machines as possible and 
cannot come to terms with the expense 
of 1.44 Mbyte media. 

If I need to move large files around I 
back them up across several disks. Once 
the network is in place I’ll never need to 
worry about it again anyway. Take a 


‘A 20 Mbyte floppy is big 
enough to provide a 
complete working 
environment. It will alter 
the way you think about 
computers.’ 


look at your disk box. If you’ve got a 
hard disk fitted to your machine then 
you'll have two kinds of floppy disk. 
One category is your cherished 
collection of master disks, all of which 
are packed to the brim with programs 
and data. The rest are a ragbag of mis- 
labelled disks containing one or two 
relevant files and a lot of garbage. You 
don’t keep stuff on floppy — you keep it 
instantly available on your hard disk. 

This is true of almost everyone. 
Generally speaking, only those people 
paid to worry about back-ups and data 
loss do so. The rest of us continue 
blithely on, knowing it won’t happen to 
us. Only other people lose data. 

Sure, megafloppies are coming. IBM 
is ready to offer 2.88 Mbyte floppies as 
an option. Some people will buy them 
because they’re techno-freaks, and some 
because they’re indifferent mugs. But for 
most users they’re just another irritation, 
yet another disk format you can’t read 
that needs expensive media. 

But a 20 Mbyte floppy disk is a 
different beast again. A 20 Mbyte floppy 
that performs as well as a cheap hard 
disk isn’t just a big floppy, it’s 
something completely new that will 
change the way you work. A 20 Mbyte 
floppy is big enough to provide a 
complete working environment. It will 
alter the way you think about computers. 

If you’re a computer user then you 
work where your computer is — other 
folks’ computers are set up differently, 
with different applications and different 
data. But a 20 Mbyte floppy will put 
your place of work in your top pocket, or 
your handbag, and the PC will just be 
the thing you run it on. A 20 Mbyte 
floppy will free you from any particular 
PC. When PCs eventually appear with a 
true megafloppy as the standard A: drive 
then I’ll dump my 180K full height five 
and a quarter. 

And you know something else? Most 
folk still won’t do backups. @ 
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Safe links to the future 


Avery 
special 
386 system 


The 386s/ from Tandon is special 
not only because you can buy 
acomplete Super-VGA colour 


Time-Link™ 


| 386sx system for only £1499, NEC Multisync 


but also because itis the only 
| system you are ever likely to 
| need. 


| Time-Proof 


| The processor module in these new s/ 
| models may be changed to a more 
| | powerful one in the future using our 

| Time-Link™ service. Thus a 386sl can 


| be upgraded to a 486sl, and a 286sl can | 


be upgraded to a 386sl or a 486sl. 


Other modules (e.g. 486-33) will also be | 
available soon. In essence, you can buy | 


what you need now and rest assured 
that your machine will never become 
out of date! 
The new sl range is available in Standard or the 
more popular high performance Enhanced ™ 
versions. 

Standard Models 


Standard models come with 1Mb Ram, 3.5" |Model Mb | VGA =| VGA Col. 


1.44Mb floppy drive; 4 Expansion slots, 2 


Super-VGA 
Colour 


DATA RECOVERY 
HARD DISK BACKUP 
DOS SHELL 
DESKTOP MANAGER 


NEC 
Super-VGA 


serial ports, 1 parallel port, 40Mb, 100Mb | 286-40 [£899 £1099] £1149 


286-100| £1249] $1449] $1499 
(19ms) or 200Mb (15ms) hard discs. 102 | hoped BEY res 


386-40 
keyboard and Dos 3.3 or 4.01. 386-100 


£1549) £1749 
386-200 | ats £2149 


£1799 
£2199 


486-100 | £2949) £3149| £3199 
Enhanced models 486-200 | £3349 | £3549 | £3599 


CAll the above features of standard 
_ models plus:- 


‘a Bath 3.5" 1.44Mb and 5.25" 1.2Mb 
| floppy drives fitted as standard 

‘| _ allowing the use of any PC disc. 

| CPC Tools software package 


icrosoft cc mpatible mouse 


80386sx 16 Mhz. Optional maths co-processor. 1Mb, 2Mb, 3Mb 

or 5Mb RAM models. Upgradable to 486sI. Both 3.5" 1.44Mb 

and 5.25" 1.2Mb floppy drives. 4 ion slots. 2 serial & one 

parallel port. 40Mb, 100Mb (19ms) or 200Mb (15ms) hard — 
, VGA colour, NEC | 


ib £1399 | | £1599 | £1699 | £1899} £2099 | £2299 
Mb £1549 | £1749 | £1849 £2049 | £2249 | £2449 

3Mb £1699 | £1899 | £1999 | | £2199} £2399 | £2599 
Mb |£1899 | £2099 | £2199 | £2399] £2599 | | £2799 
Options: Extra | NEC Multisync 2A Super-VGA colour (800X600) £50 
to VGA colour 1024 X 768 Super-VGA systems £100 


| Sales lines (0254) 682 343 aeey 9am- 7pm (Mon-Fri) 
| Technical /help lines (0254) 680 754 (Mon-Fri 10am-4pm). 


Courier delivery:£15. Visa/Access, Government & Educational 

| orders welcome. Leasing terms available. All prices exclude 
ime House, Devonport Rd. Blackburn. BB2 1EJ. Lancs. | vat (15%) & Delivery. Prices & specs subject to change 
without notice and are subject to conditions of sale. Time 


computers is the trading name of Time Computer Systems 
Fax (0254) 664 053 Ltd. Collections by appointment please. E&OE. 


